
Groundwater is stored in two main underground aquifers.
Older, deeper aquifers extend from the slopes of Mt Elliot
across the Haughton River to the Burdekin delta while
younger and shallower aquifers occur around the
Haughton River bed.

The salinity of the area is delicately balanced. Bowling
Green Bay has unusually low rainfall with most rain
falling in summer. Storms can reduce the salinity of
inshore waters, saltpans and mangrove areas.

What�s special about the Bay?
Bowling Green Bay contains examples of the richest
coastal habitats typical of north-eastern Australia�s coastal
wet-dry tropics.

The wetlands are diverse and include intertidal seagrass
beds, mangrove and saltpan communities and forested,
brackish and freshwater swamps.

Nine species of mangrove grow in the wetland, providing
a nursery and shelter for fish, mud crabs and prawns.

The Bay�s mangrove communities trap tide-borne
sediments and help control coastal erosion.
The mangroves provide vital protection from strong
winds, tidal surges and
heavy rainfall associated
with cyclones which
occasionally affect this
part of Queensland�s
coastline.

Bowling Green Bay is
an extensive baitfish
breeding area and
many commercial and
recreational fish species
feed here, such as black
marlin, sailfish and
Spanish mackerel.
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Caring for Bowling Green Bay
Although the Bowling Green Bay wetlands are the most
extensive and diverse in the region, they are relatively
undisturbed.

Bowling Green Bay National Park protects most of the
wetlands, extending from Cape Bowling Green across the
Bay to Cape Cleveland and south to the mountain ranges
around Mt Elliot.

Offshore waters are marine park and Bowling Green Bay
is a declared fish habitat area.

In 1971, 18 nations signed the Convention on Wetlands
of International Significance known as the Ramsar
Convention which aims to reduce global loss of wetlands
and conserve and sustainably manage remaining wetlands.

Wetlands of Bowling Green Bay National Park are one
of Australia�s Ramsar sites, wetlands which have global
importance.

Bowling Green Bay was nominated for many reasons
but mainly because the wetland is so large and diverse,
provides a habitat for wildlife including migratory birds
and sustains important commercial fisheries.

Because most of the Bowling Green Bay wetlands are
protected, this outstanding example of the wetlands,
vegetation and wildlife of north Queensland should
continue to provide a home for the rich and varied
wildlife which depend on the wetlands for their survival.

For more information about wetlands, contact:

Environmental Protection Agency
Old Quarantine Station
Cape Pallarenda
PO Box 5391
TOWNSVILLE MAIL
CENTRE QLD 4810
(07) 4722 5211
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The intertidal and subtidal
seagrass beds of Cleveland
and Bowling Green Bays
provide a home for the
threatened dugong and
green turtle and are also a
nursery for prawns.

Juvenile barramundi breed
prolifically in the area�s
swamps.

Rare and threatened
animals which live in or
visit the wetlands include
the endangered
loggerhead turtle,
vulnerable green turtle,
dugong, saltwater
crocodile and little tern,
and the rare painted snipe
and eastern curlew.

Birds
Brackish and freshwater
wetlands behind Bowling
Green Bay support many
waterbirds. The birdlife
is rich and abundant.
The wetlands seasonally
support more than

20 000 waterfowl, including 4 000 brolgas, 10 000 magpie
geese and 10 000 sanderlings.

Almost half of the 244 bird species known to visit the area
breed in the Bowling Green Bay wetlands.

Bowling Green Bay is an important feeding and breeding
ground for brolgas and magpie geese. The Bay has the
largest concentrations of these species in north-east
Queensland and is the main stronghold of these species
in eastern Australia.

Brolgas and magpie geese live in the shallow sedge swamps
and coastal plains and breed in late summer. They feed on
tubers of the freshwater sedge Eleocharis dulcis.

More than half the migratory bird species listed in the
Japan Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA) and
China Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (CAMBA) visit
this wetland.

The threatened little tern breeds on Bowling Green Bay spit
and has been observed in flocks of 1000 birds.


